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2010 - After 50 

years:  

Another change 

of Paradigme 

WANTED: 

- Lively , Livable City                            

- Safe City                                            

- Sustainable City                             

- Healthy City 



 
 

 

Lively and Livable City 



Safe City 



 

 

A  good Public Realm is a crucial factor for 

good Public Transportation  

Sustainable City 



”Houston - the City with the fattest 

people of the World” 

Healthy City 



 

”In this City everything will be 

done to invite people to walk 

and bicycle as much as 

possible in the course of their 

daily day doings” 

 

 

 

 



Copenhagen 1962 – 2012         

From traffic place to People Place 

50 Years Anniversary 

 



Strøget (main street)  
pedestrianized 1962  

 

 1962 1986 



In 1962 all 18 squares were parking lots  
- now they are all people squares  

 
 

• 1953 •           1974 



Public Space-Public Life Surweys: Copenhagen 1968, 1985, 1995 (+2005) 



4 times more people spend time 
in the city 



Copenhagen Street:     

2 Sidewalks, 2 proper 

bicycle lanes, street 

trees, 2 lanes for 2 way 

traffic, and a substan- 

tial median to facilitate 

crossing the street 

”We do not have to 

think and act as 1960s 

traffic engineers for 

ever      -times are 

changing and traffic 

engineers are by now 

much smarter”  



City of Copenhagen 

New Strategy  2009 
“Best City in the World for People” 



-on a citywide network of bicycle lanes 

Bicycling in Copenhagen 
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-an efficient, citywide 

transportation system 



Bicycles are taken 

straight through 

the street 

crossings and the 

lanes are marked 

with blue  

 

Bicycle signals 

turns green six 

seconds before the 

car signals 

 



A bicycle culture have step by step been developed 
Everybody bikes 



Going to work in the City of Copenhagen 

    37% use bicycle 

    27% drive car 

    33% use public transit 

      5% walk 



 
70% continue to bike in the winter 



City of Copenhagen:  Bicycle Strategy 2011 

”From rather good to being best in the World” 



Oct 2011: New Danish Government arriving  on 

bicycles at the Palace to be commissioned by 

the Queen.                    No Limousines no more?  



Congratulations Copenhagen:                                                   

”Worlds most livable city” 

(Monocle 2013) 



Melbourne, - 3 mio. Inh. 



Places for People 
1994  
 
Project by Jan Gehl 

 

Places for People 
2004  
 

Project Gehl Architects 

 

 

www.gehlarchitects.dk 



Swanston Street- before  

 Swanston Street- after 

 

Melbourne, Australia , 1994 - 



                      -  when it comes to street life and 

ambience      Melbourne has by now a distinct 

touch of – say – PARIS! 



Retail 

Residential 

Office Vacancies 

Employment 

Bars and Pubs 



1. Copenhagen 

2. Melbourne 

3. Helsinki 

4. Tokyo 

5. Vienna 

 

6. Zürich 

7. Stockholm 

8. Munich 

9. Sydney 

10. Auckland 

WORLD’S MOST LIVEABLE CITIES, 

MONOCLE 2013 

YELLOW = GEHL Architects have been advisors 





  

GREATER NEW YORK A GREENER,  







New York, USA, 

2007-2009 

9th Avenue- before  

 

9th  Avenue – after, with “Copenhagen style” bike lane 
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Moscow, Russia: Where car is King 



Tverskaya 

Main Street,Moscow 

December 2011 





“Towards a great city for people” 

Gehl Architects, July 2013 



MOSCOW IS A LARGE CAPITAL. THE SIZE OF THE 

INNER CITY IS COMPARABLE WITH THE INNER CITY 

AREAS OF SEVERAL OTHER GLOBAL METROPOLISES. 

 

MOSCOW CITY CENTER  
19,7 KM² 

NEW YORK MANHATTEN 
22,8 KM² 

LONDON CITY CENTER 
24,7 KM² 

PARIS 1ST-10TH ARONDISSEMENTS 
24,7 KM² 

INTRODUCING THE STUDY 



CITY CENTER OF MOSCOW CITY OF MOSCOW – METROPOLITAN AREA 

STROGINO VDNKH 

STUDY AREA:               SELECTED STREETS, SQUARES & PARKS IN  MOSCOW CITY CENTRE 



GREAT HISTORY – REFLECTED IN THE SKYLINE 



ABUNDANCE OF 
RIVERFRONTS 

Moscow is a green city with 

great amenities… 

 

ABUNDANCE OF FORESTS AND 
PARKS OUTSIDE THE CITY CENTRE 

LOW AND DENSE WITH A 
BEAUTIFUL SKYLINE 

CLEAR CITY 
STRUCTURE 

 

STRONG CHARACTER 
IN BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT 

… and a compact city with a 
strong character. 

 

MOSCOW QUALITIES 



Moscow is chokes by 

vehicular traffic … 

 

…  and the people are relegated 
to second place. 

 

LACK OF PROGRAMMING 
AND DIVERSITY 

LOW PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY 

CONGESTED STREETS UNDERDEVELOPED 
PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT 

PUBLIC SPACE 
USED FOR 
TRAFFIC & 
PARKING 

BICYCLING IS 
NOT A USED 

MODE OF 
TRANSPORT 

MOSCOW CHALLENGES 



Moscow’s great amenities are 

difficult to access and enjoy… 

 

…  and the strong character is 
difficult to read and experience. 

 

UNCELEBRATED 
WATERFRONTS 

FEW SPACES FOR 
RECREATION WITHIN 

THE CITY CENTRE 

LACK OF 
GREENERY IN THE 

STREETSCAPE 

LACK OF LEGIBILITY 
 

LOW VISUAL 
QUALITY 

UNDERUTILIZED 
CITY AMENITIES 

MOSCOW CHALLENGES 



THE CAR IS THE KING 



WALKING ALONG 

GETTING ACROSS 

A CITY FOR ALL 

OPPORTUNITIES TO REST 

GOOD CONDITIONS FOR 
HEARING & TALKING 

ACTIVITIES & SEASONS 

LVISUAL QUALITY 

GOOD CITY BY NIGHT 

KEY WORDS FOR A GOOD PEOPLE ENVIRONTMENT 



VERY FEW PEOPLE ARE WALKING IN MOSCOW, WHY? 



PEOPLE DO NOT WALK MUCH – THEY ARE MOSTLY UNDERGROUND 



UNATTRACTIVE WALKING 

ENVIRONMENT SENDS 

PEDESTRIANS TO THE METRO 

 

HECTIC TRAFFIC AROUND THE 

METRO STATIONS 

 

MOSCOW IS GENERALLY NOT A CITY FOR WALKING 



2.5 TIMES THE LIMIT FOR COMFORTABLE CARRYING CAPACITY AT THE ARBATSKAYA METRO STATION PASSAGE 

CROWDING AROUND METRO STATIONS 



ALMOST SAME NUMBER OF PEDESTRIANS ON TVERSKAYA IN THE WINTER 



MYASNITSKAYA IS AN EXAMPLE OF A STREET WHICH IS DOMINATED BY VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 

EIGHT LANES OF CAR TRAFFIC DOMINATE TVERSKAYA SIDEWALKS OF TVERSKAYA REDUCED BY PARKING 

LITTLE SPACE FOR PEDESTRIANS 



TVERSKAYA NARROWED BY CAUTION TAPE 

COMMERCIAL SIGNS OCCUPY MUCH SPACE THE MOST NARROW PLACE AT TVERSKAYA 

SNOW AND ICE NARROWS SIDEWALKS 

OBSTACLES ON THE SIDEWALK 



CHALLENGING PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS 



THE UNDERWORLD: PEDESTRIAN TUNNELS 



180 METERS AVERAGE DISTANCE BETWEEN CROSSINGS AT NEVSKY PROSPEKT, ST. PETERSBURG 

CROSSING AT GRADE: NEWSKIY PROSPECT, ST. PETERSBORG 



THE ELDERLY NEEDS OPTIONS TO REST 

A STREET WITH NO SEATS, ARBAT BOLLARDS ARE USED AS SEATS, ARBAT 

WAITING IS MADE HARDER WITH NO SEATS 

ALMOST NOWHERE TO REST 



OUTDOOR CAFÉS AT TVERSKAYA 

OUTDOOR CAFÉS AT KAMERGERSKY 

THE MAIN STREETS LIKE TVERSKAYA HAVE NO OR FEW 

OUTDOOR CAFÉS DUE TO NOISE AND LACK OF SPACE. 

0-10 seats 

10-25 seats 

25-50 seats 

50-100 seats 

FEW OUTDOOR CAFÉS ALONG MAIN STREETS 



TEATRALNAYA 

MAJOR STREETS WITH OR WITHOUT TREES 

Major streets with trees Major streets without trees 

LACK OF STREET TREES MAKE A GREY CITY 



ELEMENTS OF A PROBLEMATIC VISUAL ENVIRONMENT 



Riverfront allocated for cars 

Riverfront allocated for people 

AN INACCESSIBLE RIVERFRONT 



DIFFICULT TO WALK ALONG THE RIVER 

ALMOST ALL OF THE RIVERFRONT IS USED FOR TRAFFIC 

DIFFICULT TO GET DOWN TO THE WATER 

AN INACCESSIBLE RIVERFRONT 



SOUTH BANK, LONDON LOWER MANHATTEN, NY SEINE, PARIS 

COMPARISONS 





KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: CELEBRATE UNIQUE QUALITIES 



CAPITALIZE ON THE GREEN 
CELEBRATE THE THREE 

CHARACTERISTIC RINGS 
EMPHASIZE THE 

DISTINCTIVE BOULEVARDS 

MAINTAIN THE LOW RISE CITY STRENGTHEN THE 
HISTORIC QUALITIES 

CELEBRATE THE MOSCOW 
WATERFRONTS 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: CELEBRATE UNIQUE QUALITIES 



KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: DEVELOP A 21ST CENTURY TRANSPORT SYSTEM 



LIGHT RAIL, STRASBOURG 

LIGHT RAIL, LYON 

LIGHT RAIL, BORDEAUX 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: MAKE A WALKABLE CITY 



VISION: TVERSKAYA 



CONNECT TO THE PUBLIC SPACE NETWORK 

IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS ACROSS THE WATER 

IMPROVE CONNECTIONS ALONG THE WATER 

RECLAIM THE RIVERFRONT 

RECLAIM THE RIVERFRONT 

BRING PUBLIC LIFE TO THE WATERFRONTS 



“Towards a great city for people” 

Gehl Architects, July 2013 



July 2013 



July 2013 



“Do not park in Bicycle Lanes”  

Mayor of Vilnius, Lithuenia 



Tverskaya,  Main Street,  Moscow 

December 2011                       July 2013 



December 2011 

July 2013 

Moscow, City Hall Square 



July 2013 Moscow, City Hall Square 



Moscow  Improvement Project, on Public Exibition Oct 2013 



Mayor of Moscow Sergei Sobyanin 



WELCOME TO THE 21st CENTURY 


